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March 24, 2015 

 

 

Dear Senator: 

 

On behalf of the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), the nation’s leading small 

business advocacy organization, I am writing in support of S.Con.Res. 11, the Senate budget 

resolution for Fiscal Year 2016.  

 

Small business owners want their government to address our spending and debt problems with 

the same focus and seriousness as the private sector. Unsustainable government growth crowds 

out the private sector and leads to negative economic consequences, such as higher tax rates – 

small businesses know they cannot grow and create jobs under such conditions. Small businesses 

did not create the fiscal crisis continuing to face our nation, and they understand that fixing the 

problem will require tough decisions on reducing government spending. We commend the 

Senate Budget Committee for producing a budget that achieves balance, as small business 

owners have long supported a balanced budget. In fact, a recent NFIB Member Ballot indicates 

that 90 percent of small business owners want a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution. 

Small business owners must compete in today’s economy while operating within their budgets, 

and the federal government should do so as well. 

 

In addition to setting spending levels for the upcoming fiscal year, we realize that S.Con.Res. 11 

is an indication of the Senate’s legislative priorities. As such, we are aware of the impending 

vote-a-rama and the many amendments that could be tacked on to the budget before final 

passage. While we anticipate there being several amendments that are good for small business, 

we would like to draw your attention to two amendments in particular that NFIB supports: 

 

1. Barrasso Amendment to clarify the definition of the waters of the United States: 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has proposed changing the Clean Water 

Act’s definition for “waters of the United States.” Though traditionally limited to 

navigable waters, and adjacent waters, this new proposal would classify lands as waters 

of the United States if they have any water overflow. Unfortunately, the EPA has failed 

to conduct an analysis on the impacts on small businesses, which has led to less economic 

development since small businesses and land owners are hesitant to engage in 

development projects given the prevailing uncertainty associated with this proposed rule. 

NFIB is gravely concerned with the EPA’s attempt to expand the jurisdiction of the Clean 

Water Act beyond what the Supreme Court has permitted in the past.  

 

2. Thune Amendment to permanently repeal the estate tax: 

 

Individual small business owners make decisions thinking that they may incur the estate 

tax, regardless of whether they ever do. As a result, a large portion of them make 
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unnecessary, even wasteful, expenditures on products and services – such as financial 

planning and insurance – that they may never require, depriving the business of 

investment capital that could more productively be used for other purposes, including 

business growth. Thirty four (34) percent of NFIB members have incurred expenses in 

the last five years in order to protect themselves and their heirs from estate tax liability, 

and another 15 percent expect to do so in the future. Full and permanent repeal of the 

estate tax remains the best option for small businesses.  

 

We applaud the Senate Budget Committee for putting forth a budget that makes tough, but 

necessary choices to get our nation’s fiscal house in order. If our long-term fiscal outlook is not 

addressed by lawmakers now, then future generations will continue to be faced with higher debt 

and interest payments, increased tax rates and fewer investment opportunities. As the budget 

debate moves forward, NFIB will be monitoring all amendments introduced to S.Con.Res. 11 

and we look forward to working with you to ensure that the interests of small business are 

represented.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Amanda Austin 

Vice President 

Public Policy 

 


